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You are cordially invited to the 9th Open European
Dialogue, “The Age of Turmoil: Navigating
Conflict in a Changing World”, taking place in
Zagreb from September 27th to 29th, 2024.

In recent years, conflict has increasingly become a
recurring feature of current affairs. 

From the protracted war against Ukraine to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, along with farmer
protests across Europe and inflamed national
debates on abortion rights in France, Poland, and
Italy, there are numerous instances where conflict
keeps dominating the political agenda.

Driven by geopolitical tensions and amplified societal
cleavages, the rise of domestic and global unrest is
profoundly shaping the political landscape,
polarising public opinion and influencing policy
decisions, often leading to definitive and deeply
entrenched stances. 

In this political climate, politicians’ role in navigating
societal tensions is crucial. Understanding,
managing, and addressing these disputes while
striving to address constituents’ concerns effectively
has become a critical challenge of contemporary
policymaking.

Exercising leadership in an age of turmoil challenges
politicians to explore a new understanding of their
role in society and may require the honing of new
political skills and strategies.

This year’s Annual Policymakers Dialogue presents a
unique opportunity for a selected cohort of
parliamentarians from across Europe to engage in an
in-depth exploration of the nature and socio-political
implications of conflict in a democratic society. 

Together, we will delve into some pivotal questions
for our democracy:

What are the societal, economic and
political implications of current conflicts
for citizens and nations? 

What do we know about the underlying
root causes and exacerbating factors that
fuel political unrest? 

What role do political institutions, and
particularly parliamentarians, have in
navigating the tensions in our society?
What role for parliamentary diplomacy? 

What tools and strategies can
policymakers leverage to promote
stability and consensus-building in a
polarised society? 

Can societal conflict be harnessed as a
catalyst for positive change?

DEAR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT,
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Join us for a two-day exclusive parliamentary
dialogue, informed by top-tier experts and
practitioners, where, together with parliamentary
colleagues from across Europe and the political
spectrum, you will have the opportunity to explore
new thinking and solutions to address some of the
fundamental political challenges of our time.

We would be honoured to welcome you to Zagreb,
where we will navigate “The Age of Turmoil” and
reflect on the challenges and opportunities of this
historical moment for European politics and its
policymakers. 

Warm regards,

Chiara Rosselli
APROPOS - Advancing
Process in Politics

Dr. Pol Morillas 
Barcelona Centre for
International Affairs

Dr. Stefan Schäfers 
King Baudouin Foundation 

Dr. Maria Gavouneli 
Hellenic Foundation for
European and Foreign Policy

Dr. Malte Zabel

Henry Alt-Haaker
Robert Bosch Stiftung 

Dr. Nathalie Tocci
Istituto Affari Internazionali 

Bertelsmann Stiftung



AGENDA PREVIEW

The Open European Dialogue (OED) is specialised in creating spaces for dialogue and understanding
between parliamentarians. You will be able to openly share your views with colleagues while operating
under the OED House Rules of openness, respect and confidentiality.

Engage with a richly diverse cohort of parliamentarians and exchange experiences and perspectives with
colleagues from across Europe. Thanks to the internationally recognised ‘Good Offices’ of the Open
European Dialogue, we will provide you with an exchange opportunity specifically designed around the
needs and priorities of policymakers. 

Finally, the Open European Dialogue offers you a unique network experience that ensures you will stay in
touch with your colleagues after the dialogue. We provide you with a platform to establish long-term
connections with colleagues who share a passion and responsibility for shaping the future and offer you
the opportunity to launch your own collaboration initiatives supported by the OED team.
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WHY JOIN?

Join a pan-European network. 

Experience a dialogue for parliamentarians, by parliamentarians. 

Discover a different kind of political conversation - in a trusted and protected environment. 

AGENDA

The 9th Open European Dialogue will convene a select group of 50 policymakers from across Europe and the
political spectrum, alongside esteemed international scholars and practitioners. Over 2.5 days, participants
will engage in deep dialogue on the 'Age of Turmoil', exploring the socio-political implications of conflict for
democratic societies. Through peer-to-peer exchanges and expert insights, participants will have a unique
opportunity to explore the topic of conflict under multiple perspectives, learning about best practices, tools,
and relevant policy challenges, while reflecting on the vital role of policymakers in navigating the complex
challenges of heightened societal, political, and international tensions.

The exchange will begin on Friday, September 27th (17:00 CEST) and close on Sunday, September 29th
(16:00 CEST). 



 

20:00 

08:40

09:00 

 

The Westin Zagreb, Panorama Room

Welcome from the City of Zagreb with Mayor Tomislav Tomašević

‘The Age of Turmoil’ | Thought Piece: Laying the Foundation with Raffaele Alberto Ventura,
author of “The War of Everyone” and analyst for the Groupe d'Études Géopolitiques in Paris and
the magazine “Esprit”

Policymakers’ Dinner
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DAY 1: FRIDAY, 27TH SEPTEMBER

17:00

Registration and Meet & Greet 16:30

Orientation | Big-Picture Framing and Kick-Off of High-Level Political Dialogue

DAY 2: SATURDAY, 28TH SEPTEMBER

Problem Exploration | How and Where Does Conflict Manifest? 

The Westin Zagreb, Panorama Room

Check-in

10:50 Break

19:00 Walking Tour | Exploring Zagreb and the Croatian Context 

Peer-to-Peer Exchange: Sharing of Policymakers’ Perspectives

In what ways do we observe heightened societal tensions and conflict manifesting? What case
studies or data can inform the way we understand the phenomena? 

Diagnosis | Policymakers’ Differential Interpretations of Conflict Signals 

Datapoints for Policymakers: Insights from Adam Traczyk, Executive Director of More in Common
Poland and Associate Fellow of the German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP)

Vinodol Restaurant, ul. Nikole Tesle 10, 10000, Zagreb

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A PRELIMINARY AGENDA AND STILL SUBJECT TO CHANGES.

AGENDA PREVIEW

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/zagwi-the-westin-zagreb/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://skupstina.zagreb.hr/tomislav-tomasevic-6581/6581
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vntrfl/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/zagwi-the-westin-zagreb/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.linkedin.com/in/adam-traczyk-55518371/
https://vinodol-zg.hr/en/
https://www.google.com/maps?sca_esv=419ad3eaf305d86b&sca_upv=1&sxsrf=ADLYWIJ90RTh_3hbjCTTv3u4xd3NDFcppA:1725272324681&iflsig=AL9hbdgAAAAAZtWfFCEnRJSAKBakkYpe75m2klajU4dD&uact=5&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Igd2aW5vZG9sMhAQLhiABBjHARgnGIoFGK8BMggQLhiABBjLATIIEAAYgAQYywEyCBAuGIAEGMsBMhAQLhiABBjHARgKGMsBGK8BMgoQABiABBgKGMsBMgoQABiABBgUGIcCMgUQABiABDIFEC4YgAQyBRAAGIAESKUGUABYvQRwAHgAkAEAmAHOAqAB0w2qAQUyLTMuM7gBA8gBAPgBAZgCBqACkA7CAgQQIxgnwgILEAAYgAQYkQIYigXCAgsQLhiABBjRAxjHAcICERAuGIAEGJECGNEDGMcBGIoFwgILEC4YgAQYkQIYigXCAgoQIxiABBgnGIoFwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAhEQLhiABBjHARjLARiOBRivAcICDhAuGIAEGMcBGMsBGK8BwgIKEC4YgAQYChjLAZgDAJIHBTItMy4zoAeTdQ&um=1&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=it&sa=X&geocode=KaPlVEb81mVHMY2xcppOqogK&daddr=ul.+Nikole+Tesle+10,+10000,+Zagreb,+Croatia
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14:00 Dig Deeper | Policy Deep-Dives into Conflict: Challenges, Case Studies and
Opportunities

Explore entrenched conflicts, inflamed national debates, and relevant case studies. Engage in
thematic deep dives, led by experts, and share best practices and country perspectives on
today’s societal and political challenges. 

Expert-led sessions will be organized based on demand, supported by: 

13:00 Lunch

Experience | Navigating Conflict in the Democratic System through the
Transformative Scenarios Process (TSP)—Interactive Workshop with Mille Bojer,
Director of Reos Partners and international expert facilitating complex and high-stakes multi-
stakeholder conflict processes

11:20 

Emerging Insights | Policymakers’ Group Work on Political Postures Towards Conflict16:20 

15:50 Break

17:00 Intractable Problems | The Right to Truth? Exploring Information and Conflict
Thought Piece by Carl Miller, Co-Founder of the Centre for the Analysis of Social Media at
Demos and tech expert on online electoral interference, radicalization, digital politics, cyber-
crime, and Internet governance.

18:00 Close

19:30 End-Of-Day Informal Dinner

Reflect & Reframe | Policymakers and Experts Deliberation

Baltazar 1982, Nova Ves 4, 10000, Zagreb, Croatia

EU POLICYMAKING & CONFLICTS | Cornelius Adebahr, independent political analyst, Interim
Executive Director of the Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD Germany), and Non-Resident Fellow
at Carnegie Europe; Barbara Mittelhammer, mediator, foreign policy expert, political analyst, and
consultant.

DEMOCRACY, STABILITY AND THE EU CLOSER NEIGHBOURHOOD | Kristof Bender, Deputy
Chairman of the European Stability Institute (ESI) and Europe’s Futures Fellow at the Institute for
Human Sciences (IWM Vienna)

THE COST OF CONFLICT AND GEOPOLITICAL RISK | Anna Gilmour, Senior Director and Head of
Global Risk Insights at Verisk Maplecroft

ETHICS OF POLITICAL COMMEMORATION | Hans Gutbrod, Researcher and Professor at the School
of Arts and Sciences of Georgia’s Ilia State University

PUBLIC OPINION AND CONFLICT | Isabell Hofmann, Senior Expert at the Bertelsmann Stiftung and
Head of “Eupinions”, an independent platform for European public opinion

GEOPOLITICS AND THE UKRAINE FRONT | Francesco Strazzari, Professor of International Relations at
the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies in Pisa and the School of Advanced International Studies
of John Hopkins University (SAIS)

https://reospartners.com/our-people/mille-bojer
https://reospartners.com/
https://www.carlmiller.co/
https://baltazar.hr/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=/maps/place//data%3D!4m2!3m1!1s0x4765d7037c0e0b99:0xd8804919e865cb5a%3Fsa%3DX%26ved%3D1t:8290%26ictx%3D111&ved=2ahUKEwiZrovn_qOIAxUo9QIHHab6FXUQ4kB6BAhEEAM&usg=AOvVaw0h89JV6mY0dHG6CVpMwST5
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cornelius-adebahr-172b48270/
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.bmittelhammer.de/
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://theorg.com/org/verisk-maplecroft/org-chart/anna-gilmour
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://faculty.iliauni.edu.ge/arts/hans-gutbrod/?lang=en
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://globaleurope.eu/blogger/senior-expert-european-integration/
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.santannapisa.it/en/francesco-strazzari
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
https://www.esiweb.org/esi-staff/kristof-bender
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DAY 3: SUNDAY, 29TH SEPTEMBER

09:00

MP Case Studies | Conflict & You: Bringing Fresh Eyes to Policymakers’ Challenges 

08:40

The Westin Zagreb, Panorama Room

Check-in

Seeds of Change | Instances of Conflict Transformation with Beatrix Austin, Head of
Conflict Transformation Research at the Berghof Foundation and curator of the Berghof
Handbook for Conflict Transformation

SET THE AGENDA | Propose Your Own Policy Deep-Dive

This is your chance to spotlight a topic that matters deeply to you. 
Present your case study in dialogue with parliamentary colleagues
and leading experts, exploring new perspectives that could lead to
impactful ideas. 

To take advantage of this unique opportunity, send us a brief
description of your proposal for a chance to present it during the
dialogue in Zagreb.

Zooming In | Case Study Exploration: A Dialogue on Israel and
Palestine with Dan Levy, President of the US/Middle East Project, and former
Israeli Lead Drafter of the Geneva Initiative and Israeli peace negotiator at the
Oslo talks

11:30

12:00

Break

13:30 Lunch

14:30

Stocktaking | Parliaments, Parliamentarians and ‘The Age of
Turmoil’

15:30

Close

Tutorial | Leading Difficult Conversations with Mia Forbes Pirie, #1 UK
Mediator of the Year, international facilitator and coach

16:00

Timeout | Group Work: Holding the Tension and Policymakers’
Reflections

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/zagwi-the-westin-zagreb/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://berghof-foundation.org/about/people/beatrix-austin
https://www.usmep.us/daniel-levy/
https://miaforbespirie.com/


To support the participation of a diverse group of policymakers in this unique exchange opportunity, we
offer a limited number of exclusive Open European Dialogue scholarships. 

The scholarship covers: full access to the Annual Policymakers Dialogue sessions; parliamentary lunches,
and dinners; travel (one round-trip, flight, or train ticket); accommodation expenses from Friday, 27th, to
Sunday, 29th September. Any cost that is not listed above is not part of the scholarship and will have to be
covered by participants. 

Please note: If you are able to cover your travel and/or accommodation costs thanks to the travel budget
offered by your parliament, we’ll be happy to welcome you as part of the OED delegation and extend a
scholarship to a colleague who might not otherwise be able to attend. 

The final selection of scholarship awardees remains at the discretion of the Open European Dialogue.

Fill out the PARTICIPATION FORM to reserve your spot!

REGISTRATION

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION | 

Childcare Policy—Family comes first. If you require childcare to participate in the dialogue, please do not
hesitate to contact us. We’ll be happy to find a solution that meets your family’s needs. 

Agenda and Detailed Logistics—Registered participants will receive a more detailed schedule and
further information on travel arrangements, venues, and accommodation.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED | Reserve your place at an exclusive political dialogue

The Annual Policymakers Dialogue is an exclusive retreat for a limited number of selected parliamentarians
from across Europe.

We aspire to connect a high-level and diverse cohort of parliamentarians from different political, geographical,
cultural, and socio-economic backgrounds. To safeguard the diversity of the dialogue and ensure an enriching
exchange, the Open European Dialogue hence reserves itself the right to select the final cohort of participants who
will be part of the 9th Annual Policymakers Dialogue in Zagreb.
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i

LAST FEW FULLY-FUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE | Claim Yours!

https://airtable.com/appUE3FQ9RovzrC6V/pagKJkUmrkbTMPXve/form


70+ POLITICAL PARTIES

36 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

OVER 180 ACTIVE MEMBERS

MP-LED INITIATIVES

4 INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED
THINK TANKS

REGULAR DIALOGUE OPPORTUNITIES 

THE OPEN EUROPEAN DIALOGUE AT A GLANCE 

The Open European Dialogue (OED) is Europe’s first informal and politically neutral dialogue platform for
Members of Parliament (MPs). 

We deliver tailored conversation spaces that are respectful of all political views and where the sharing of
political and personal perspectives can lead to a better understanding of complex political and policy
challenges. 

Established in 2015, the network serves as an exchange platform for the over 12,000 national
parliamentarians of the EU and beyond. Its active network comprises over 180 members from 36
European countries, representing around 70 different political parties. 

Our members convene regularly for policy dialogues, emergency conference calls, fact-finding missions, and
MP-led initiatives - where the OED supports its parliamentary members to develop their own cross-party,
cross-country collaboration initiatives. 

The OED is internationally renowned for its ‘Good Offices’ and has been recognised by the OECD’s
Observatory for Public Sector Innovation in 2021 as a global best practice for cross-border collaboration. 

The work of the OED is coordinated by the non-profit organisation APROPOS - Advancing Process in
Politics, in cooperation with the researchers and policy experts of the Barcelona Centre for International
Affairs, the Istituto Affari Internazionali in Rome, and the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign
Policy in Athens. It is kindly supported by the Robert Bosch Stiftung, the Bertelsmann Stiftung and the King
Baudouin Foundation.

Find out more at: www.openeuropeandialogue.org
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http://www.openeuropeandialogue.org/


“A very good concept - an innovative way of creating parliamentary networks
outside of formal protocol.” 

"This gave me the opportunity to talk, negotiate and build relationships outside the
usual party structures. I am coming home with a lot of new experiences and

information."

“The Open European Dialogue was extraordinary.”

“As politicians we inhabit many different spaces, but there are very few spaces of
generosity. The generosity to create an honest space, where criticism and other opinions

can be expressed.”
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THE DIALOGUE EXPERIENCE: PARLIAMENTARY
TESTIMONIALS



CONTACT OUR TEAM

For registration or logistical questions:

You may also wish to contact your regional representative: 

For questions about the OED network:

Rebecca Farulli 
Program Manager of the Open
European Dialogue

Federico Castiglioni
OED Representative for Italy,
Croatia and Slovenia 

Héctor Sánchez Margalef
OED Representative for Spain
and Portugal 

Chiara Rosselli 
Head of the Open European
Dialogue 

Elizabeth Phocas
OED Representative for Greece,
Bulgaria, Cyprus and Romania

Research Fellow
Istituto Affari Internazionali
Via Angelo Brunetti 9, 00186
Rome
+39 334 964 1350
f.castiglioni@iai.it

Researcher
Barcelona Centre for
International Affairs
Elisabets 12, 08001 Barcelona
+ 34 647 41 1191
hsanchez@cidob.org

APROPOS - Advancing Process in
Politics
Karl-Marx-Allee 98, 12043 Berlin
+39 328 209 34 88
rebecca@aproposgroup.org

APROPOS - Advancing Process in
Politics
Karl-Marx-Allee 98, 12043 Berlin
+39 348 112 74 03
chiara@aproposgroup.org

Director of Operations
Hellenic Foundation for
European & Foreign Policy
49 Vas. Sofias Ave., 10676 Athens
+30 210 725 7122
elizabeth@eliamep.gr
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JOINING FORCES IN OUR EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM 

The Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH is one of Europe’s largest foundations associated with a private company. In its
charitable work, it addresses social issues at an early stage and develops exemplary solutions. For this purpose, it
plans and implements its own projects. Additionally, it supports third-party initiatives that have similar goals. The
Robert Bosch Stiftung is active in the areas of health, education as well as global issues. Since it was established in
1964, the Robert Bosch Stiftung has invested more than 2.3 billion euros in charitable work.

The Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) is a private, independent non-profit think tank, founded in 1965 on the
initiative of Altiero Spinelli. IAI seeks to promote awareness of international politics and contribute to the
advancement of European integration and multilateral cooperation. IAI is part of a vast international network, and
interacts and cooperates with the Italian government and its ministries, European and international institutions,
universities, major national economic actors, the media and the most authoritative international think tanks. 

The APROPOS Group is a non-profit, politically neutral think tank. It operates in the field of democratic innovation
and specialises in the development and implementation of process design methods for the political sphere. We
believe in the impact that process design can have on improving political communication and cooperation because
we have seen the results first-hand. To this end, we design and carry out meetings with policymakers, facilitate
conversations, train practitioners, and publish research on political process design to advance the dialogue and
collaborative capacities that will be vital for the decades of comprehensive societal changes ahead of us.

The King Baudouin Foundation’s mission is to contribute to a better society. The Foundation is an actor for change
and innovation, serving the public interest and increasing social cohesion in Belgium and Europe. We seek to
maximize our impact by strengthening the capacity of organizations and individuals. We also stimulate effective
philanthropy by individuals and corporations. The Foundation’s key values are integrity, transparency, pluralism,
independence, respect for diversity, and promoting solidarity. The Foundation’s current areas of activity are poverty
and social justice, philanthropy, health, civic engagement, developing talents, democracy, European integration,
heritage and development cooperation. The King Baudouin Foundation is a public benefit foundation. The
Foundation was set up in 1976 on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of King Baudouin‘s reign.

ELIAMEP is an independent, non-profit and policy-oriented research and training institute. It neither expresses, nor
represents, any specific political party view. It is only devoted to the right of free and well-documented discourse.
ELIAMEP’s mission is to provide a forum for public debate on issues of European integration and international
relations to conduct scientific research that contributes to a better informed and documented knowledge of the
European and international environment.

The Barcelona Centre for International Affairs (CIDOB) is an independent and plural think tank based in Barcelona,
dedicated to the study, research and analysis of international affairs. Created in 1973 as an International
Documentation Centre of Barcelona, it is a private foundation since 1979. CIDOB promotes global governance and
good practices – based on local, national and European democratic government – to ensure that people possess the
basic elements to live their lives free from fear and in liberty, by facilitating a dialogue that includes all diversities
and which actively defends human rights and gender equality. CIDOB is a dynamic community of analytics that works
to produce and offer to all political actors – from individual citizens to international organizations – information and
ideas to formulate and promote policies for a more secure, free and fair world for everyone.

The Bertelsmann Stiftung is an independent, private operating German foundation which engages in evidence-based
nonprofit activities. Each day, some 360 employees aim to strengthen society, help people achieve their full potential,
and develop the systems needed to achieve those goals. The foundation’s fields of activity are Democracy & Social
Cohesion, Digitalization & the Common Good, Education & The Next Generation, Europe’s Future, Health and
Sustainable Social Market Economies. In its work on EU-affairs, the Bertelsmann Stiftung advocates for a more
sovereign and united Europe that helps shape the world of tomorrow based on its values. To this effect, it provides
background, analysis and insights on its website globaleurope.eu. 
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